INDIANA DUNES BIRD REPORT: SPRING 2014
Kenneth J. Brock
Chesterton, IN
Following winter’s pattern the spring weather was
unusually cold, especially in March. Despite the gelid
temperatures, lakefront birding proved most interesting this
spring.

Temperature & Precipitation at Chicago:
Departure from Normal
Mar
Apr
May

Temp (ºF)
-6.2
-0.4
+1.3

Rainfall (in.)
-0.79
-0.54
+1.30

What’s in a Name
As you read through this report the term “Bird Observation
Platform” will become quite monotonous. This is the official name for the structure that replaced the
Green Tower. However, that name is grossly unwieldy, boldly unimaginative, and strikingly insipid.
Surely, some creative lakefront birder can provide a more appropriate moniker for our prime birding
tower. Suggestions are welcomed.
Longshore Flights
Once again we were fortunate to have Brendan J. Grube count birds during spring longshore flights. The
season’s best flight, in terms of Grube Magnitude (a measure of flight quality), occurred 6 May and had a
Grube Magnitude of 65.80 (sixth highest ever recorded). Highlights of this longshore flight included 924
Yellow-rumped Warblers, 156 Palm Warblers, 103 American Pipits, and 26 Nashville Warblers.
Season Highlights
The spring of 2014 was characterized by lingering bay ducks and selected sea ducks, a Red-necked Grebe
invasion, better than average shorebirds (including Curlew Sandpiper and Black-necked Stilt), a rather
late warbler flight that became spectacular in mid-May, and the return of Yellow-headed Blackbirds.
Record Daily Counts: Indiana record daily counts were set for: Long-tailed Duck (for the post 1950s),
Redhead (record spring count), Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Golden-winged Warbler (tied state record),
Magnolia Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Mourning Warbler (tied state record), and Canada Warbler.
Record Dunes area Early Arrival Dates: White-eyed Vireo, Worm-eating Warbler (tied record), and Rosebreasted Grosbeak.
Record Late Dunes area Departure Dates: Greater White-fronted Goose, Red-necked Grebe, and Rusty
Blackbird.
Rarities: Swainson’s Hawk, Black-necked Stilt, Curlew Sandpiper, and White-winged Dove.

Group
Ducks
Loons/Grebes
Herons
Raptors
Shorebirds
Gulls
Terns

MI/species
+0.29
+0.35
+0.13
+0.19
+0.07
+0.08
-0.34

Group
Flycatchers
Vireos
Swallows
Wrens
Thrushes
Warblers
Sparrows

MI/species
+0.26
+0.23
+0.32
-0.05
+0.23
+0.21
+0.04

The adjacent table summarizes the 2014 spring
flight by bird groups using the Migration Index
(MI- definition appended). These data suggest
that terns and wrens had and that swallows,
raptors, loons/grebes, and ducks occurred in
unusually high numbers. The un-weighted mean
of this group’s MI values is +0.14, suggesting
that the overall flight was very good. Keep in
mind, however, that the multiple longshore flight
watches generated abnormally high seasonal
counts for many species.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Greater White-fronted Goose:- A large flight of
(646) at the Bird Observation Platform on 10
March (Brendan J. Grube), almost tripled the
lakefront’s previous high count. A new late
departure date was set 12 April when (2) were
observed at Hitchcock Road Pond (Susan R.
Bagby, Lynea S. Hinchman, Randy J. Pals, &
KJB).
DUCKS
No doubt due in large part to Brendan J. Grube’s
Bird Observation Platform watches, it was a
fantastic spring for ducks. The average MI/
species was an impressive +0.287 and every
species except Harlequin Duck, Surf Scoter, and
Black Scoter had positive MI values.
Bay ducks and certain sea ducks (White-winged
Scoter and Long-tailed Duck) flights were
unusually strong.
Canvasback:- It was the best spring since 1949
for Canvasbacks on the lakefront.
For the
season (170) were tallied, a value that exceeds
the TYM of 32.7 by a factor of five.
Redhead:- The (929) that Brendan J. Grube
logged at the Bird Observation Platform on 1
April provided a record spring count for the
lakefront. This tally is also the largest April
count ever made in the state.
Surf Scoter:- Rather scarce with only three
reported (TYM=9.35).

lingered well into May creating the second
largest spring total on record. For the season
487 were logged (TYM=105).
Black Scoter:- Not reported. TYM = 2.95.
Long-tailed Duck:- Winter ice on Lake
Michigan forced large numbers of Long-tailed
Duck southward and many lingered off the
Indiana lakefront well into spring. As a result, a
number of unusually large counts were made.
On 28 March Brendan J. Grube counted (189)
birds during a lakewatch at the Bird Observation
Platform and Brendan logged (428) at the same
location 6 April. The latter is Indiana’s largest
count since Russell E. Mumford logged (500) at
Michigan City Harbor on 14 December 1957.
For the season a phenomenal 1907 were tallied,
which is the largest spring total ever recorded
(TYM=111).
Common Merganser:- A pair lingered at Grant
Street Wetland until at least 8 May (John K.
Cassady et al.) providing the lakefront’s second
latest record. It was also an exceptional spring
for this duck with 585 reported on the lakefront
(TYM=145).
LOONS-GREBES
Buoyed by a phenomenal Red-necked Grebe
flight, it was a record spring for this group with
an average MI/species of +0.346. Only the
common Loon was reported in below normal
numbers with 191 reported (TYM=314).
Red-throated Loon:- It was another fine spring
for this loon with 192 counted (TYM=84.9).
The season’s peak tally was recorded on both 6
and 7 April when (31) were seen off the Bird
Observation Platform (Brendan J. Grube).
Eared Grebe:- An alternate plumed bird was
seen off Miller Beach on 17 May (Eric Ripma &
Landon Newmann).

White-winged Scoter:- Large winter numbers
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Red-necked Grebe:- The following summarizes
the unparalleled state-wide flight of this
normally difficult to find grebe. Prior to March
2014 Indiana’s maximum daily Red-necked
Grebe count of (3), had been recorded eight
times. This year an unprecedented March
invasion obliterated the previous record.
Actually the term “unprecedented” fails to
capture the magnitude of this spring’s flight.
Prior to 2014 the spring STYM was 3.1 (i.e.,
over the past 20 years an average of 3.1 grebes
were reported each spring); this year’s 324 birds
elevated this mean to 18.7. The 2014 incursion
began on 4 March when Jim & Susan
Hengeveld counted a record (5) off Fairfax on
Lake Monroe. This new record was
subsequently displaced many times as is
illustrated by the below tabulation.
An
explanation for these extraordinary numbers is
wanting. The lakefront flight was topped off on
25 April when Michael Topp saw (1) at Miller
Beach to establish a new late spring date for the
lakefront.
2014 Red-necked Grebe Records that Exceeded the
Previous Indiana Maximum Count
No
Date
Location
Observer
5
9
8
11
7
4
4
8
4
5
14
6
8
8
13
15
5
4
9
21
6

4-Mar
5-Mar
6-Mar
6-Mar
6-Mar
6-Mar
8-Mar
8-Mar
9-Mar
9-Mar
14-Mar
15-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar
17-Mar
21-Mar
22-Mar
23-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
7-Apr

Fairfax
Huntingburg L.
Fairfax
Huntingburg L.
Cypress Lake
Off Dunes S.P.
Goose Pond
Paynetown
Fort Wayne
Deam Lake
Huntingburg L.
Turtle Cr. Res.
Lake Lemon
Dugger FWA
Turtle Cr. Res.
Turtle Cr. Res.
Eagle Cr. Res.
Elkhart
Eagle Cr. Res.
Turtle Cr. Res.
Off Dunes S.P.

Hengevelds
T. Schwinghammer
Hengevelds
Chris Newman
David Crouch
Brendan J. Grube
Lee W. Sterrenburg
Amy Kearns
Roger P. Rang
Del Striegel
T. Schwinghammer
Steve Lima
Bob Kissel
Peter E. Scott
Kirk Roth
Don Gorney
Don Gorney
John K. Cassady
Don Gorney
Steve Lima
Brendan J. Grube

This handsome Red-necked Grebe was part of the
unprecedented wave that swept through Indiana in
March. Michael Topp photographed this individual
at Cowles Bog on 30 March, where it was discovered
the previous day by Brad Bumgardner; it lingered
through at least 8 April.

American White Pelican:- This spring was
remarkable for pelicans on the lakefront with an
unprecedented 38 reported (TYM=5.45). The
winter bird that appeared sporadically at the
Portage Marina was last seen 22 March (Jeffrey
J. McCoy), but just two days later one showed
up at Striebel Pond (Victoria M. Brock). The
Striebel pelican remained through the end of the
period and was seen by scores. The season’s
largest report consisted of a flock of (16) that
briefly landed at Hitchcock Road Pond on 29
March (Brad Bumgardner, et al.) Two also flew
past the Bird Observation Platform where
Brendan J. Grube saw them on 18 May.

This immature American White Pelican was first
detected at Striebel Pond on 24 March, where it
apparently judged the digs first-rate, as it lingered
through the end of the spring season. Photo by
Lynea S. Hinchman.
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HERONS
Overall this group was well represented with
fine numbers for most species and an average
MI/species of +0.134. However, the Cattle
Egret and Black-crowned Night-Heron were
quite scarce.
Snowy Egret:- It was a good spring for this
egret with at least three records. The first bird
flew past the Bird Observation Platform during
a Brendan J. Grube lakewatch on 13 April.
Another was seen sporadically on Wolf Lake
beginning on 10 May (Carolyn A. Marsh et al.)
and the third appeared at Striebel Pond (western
LaPorte Co) on 27 May (KJB). The TYM=1.25.
Little Blue Heron:- Two adults flew past the
Bird Observation Platform on 30 April (John C.
Kendall). Brendan J. Grube found an adult at
the Beverly Shores pond on 8 May and Landon
Neumann discovered (2) adults there the
following day.
Unfortunately, they did not
linger (TYM=1.0).
Cattle Egret:- Susan R. Bagby discovered (1) at
Striebel Pond on 10 May (TYM=2.05) for the
season’s only report.
Black-crowned Night-Heron:- Spring of 2014
yielded frightfully low numbers with only 34
reported (TYM=104).
DIURNAL RAPTORS
There was an above average raptor flight for the
lakefront. Despite missing Northern Goshawk
and Golden Eagle the average MI/species was a
respectable +0.192.
The appearance of a
Swainson’s Hawk contributed significantly to
the season average.
With Brendan J. Grube regularly manning the
Bird Observation Platform, a hefty 157 hours
were logged for the spring hawkwatch. The
season total of 1697 raptors is well below last
year’s 2203, but well above the twenty-year
mean.
However, the number of raptors
observed per hour (10.8) was an all-time low
(TYM=20.0) for the Dune hawk flight.

SUMMARY
2014 DUNES HAWK-WATCHES
09 March – 13 May
20-year Mean inside “( )”
Total

Species

Total

Species

456 Turkey Vulture (114)
364 Red-tailed (359)
23 Osprey (16)
35 Rough-legged (7)
36 Bald Eagle (6)
0 Buteo sp. (22)
86 N. Harriers (64)
0 Golden Eagle (1)
318 Sharp-shinned (267)
108 Am. Kestrel (67)
57 Cooper's (51)
38 Merlin (8)
0
N. Goshawk (0)
13 Peregrine (5)
1
Accipiter sp. (5)
1 Hawk sp. (4)
67 Red-shouldered (56)
1 Swainson’s (1)
91 Broad-winged (57)
1697 TOTAL (1110)
Major contributors to this year’s total included:
B.J. Grube, B. Bumgardner, J.K. Cassady, L.S.
Hinchman, J.C. Kendall, B. Konrady, J.J. McCoy, R.J.
Pals, and KJB.

Bald Eagle:- It was a record season for this
eagle at the hawk watch with 36 reported
(TYM=6).
Swainson’s Hawk:- On 24 April an immature
bird, apparently in molt, flew past the Bird
Observation Platform (John K. Cassady &
Brendan J. Grube).
Merlin:- Lakefront numbers continue to climb.
This spring a record 38 were recorded at the
hawkwatch (TYM=8.0).
King Rail:- Following an eight-year hiatus this
furtive species once again appeared on the
lakefront. Two records were logged in the
Beverly Shores Great Marsh this spring. The
first was heard calling in eastern reaches of
Beverly Shores on 17 May (John K. Cassady)
and the second was near the artesian well in w.
Beverly Shores (Jeffrey J. McCoy). TYM=0.35.
Whooping Crane:- While conducting a 16 April
longshore flight watch at the Bird Observation
Platform Brendan J. Grube observed (1)
migrating westward with a flock of Sandhill
Cranes.
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SHOREBIRDS
The shorebird flight was most interesting.
Although two lakefront regulars, American
Avocet and Short-billed Dowitcher, were
unreported, the season’s list included a
noteworthy 26 species. The average MI/species
was +0.074, which is slightly above average.
The most impressive highlights included: Blacknecked Stilt, Upland Sandpiper, Baird’s
Sandpiper, and the Crème de la Crème— an
alternate-plumed Curlew Sandpiper.
McCool Basin was extremely productive until
heavy mid-May rains inundated all shorebird
habitat.
Black-bellied Plover:- An alternate-plumed bird
at Miller Beach on 26 April (Michael Topp),
provided the lakefront’s fourth earliest record
and the lakefront’s first April record since 1986.

Baird’s Sandpiper:- Brendan J. Grube
observed a flock of (9) that flew past the Bird
Observation Platform on 9 May.
Brendan
described the birds as, “long-winged peeps, with
no white on the upper-tail.” This is Indiana’s
largest spring count.
Curlew Sandpiper:- On the afternoon of 2 May
M. Penny Starin logged the rarest shorebird ever
recorded at McCool Basin. Unfortunately, the
bird did not linger, as birders arriving within an
hour were unable to find the bird. This breeding
plumed bird is Indiana’s sixth Curlew Sandpiper
record and the second for the lakefront.
Long-billed Dowitcher:- Two individuals,
approaching full alternate plumage, were at
McCool Basin on 26 April (Susan R. Bagby,
John K. Cassady, Lynea S. Hinchman, & KJB).

American Golden-Plover:- The lakefront’s only
report consisted of a flock of (25) that flew past
the Bird Observation Platform on 12 April
(TYM=17.5).
Black-necked Stilt:- The lakefront’s third
record was logged 21 May when Matt
Kalwasinski found a singleton in a partially
flooded field in Munster.
Willet:- It was a good spring on the lakefront
for this normally rare spring migrant. John C.
Kendall logged the first at Long Lake on 27
April. Two days later Brendan J. Grube counted
(10) on the beach at the Bird Observation
Platform. A singleton visited McCool Basin on
1 May (KJB) and Leland Shaum’s crew found
one on the Beverly Shores beach 21 May.
TYM=9.80.
Upland Sandpiper:- On 17 April Brendan J.
Grube observed (1) fly over the Bird
Observation Platform and land in the meadow
south of the tower. Another flew past this site
on 29 April (Brendan J. Grube). These are the
lakefront’s first spring records since 27 April
2008 (TYM=0.75).
Least Sandpiper:- The (109) birds that M. Penny
Starin counted at McCool on 8 May represents
the lakefront’s fourth largest tally and the
second largest spring count.

Alternate Long-billed Dowitcher at McCool Basin
on 3 May.
Identification was based on throat
spotting (not easily visible in this shot) and scapular
markings. Photo by John K. Cassady.

Wilson’s Phalarope:- On 30 April John C.
Kendall observed a rather washed out male at
McCool. This individual lingered a few days
and was joined by a beautiful alternate female
on 3 May (M. Penny Starin).
GULLS
Despite the cold weather it was only a normal
spring for gulls. The average MI/species was
+0.078. The Laughing Gull was not reported
and three other species had negative MI values.
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Bonaparte’s Gull:- Once again this small gull
was reported in pitifully low numbers. Only 56
were reported for the season (TYM=292).
Franklin’s Gull:- On 9 May Brendan J. Grube
observed (3) off the Bird Observation Platform
(TYM=0.65), providing the lakefront’s largest
spring count since 1989.
Thayer’s Gull:- A late departing first-cycle bird,
seen from the Bird Observation Platform on 14
May (Brendan J. Grube), provided the
lakefront’s fourth latest record.
Great Black-backed Gull:- On 27 May Amar
Ayyash observed a banded, first-summer bird at
Whiting Refinery Beach. Amar investigated
and learned that this gull hatched on Appledore
Island, ME last summer and was photographed
in Rochester, NY in September 2013.

Eastern Whip-poor-will:Delightfully, this
species appears to be expanding in the Dunes
(see below graph). The 23 reported this season
represents the highest spring total ever recorded
on the lakefront (TYM=9.15). This season’s
peak count was 5, recorded in eastern Beverly
Shores on 17 May (John K. Cassady).
Spring'Whip*poor*will'Counts'in'the'Dunes'
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TERNS
Once again it was a poor spring for terns. This
year the Black Tern was entirely missed and
Common Tern numbers were quite low;
consequently, the average MI/species was a
dismal -0.340.
Caspian and Forster’s Tern
numbers were near normal.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker:- The poorest flight in
four years occurred this spring, with only 85
sapsuckers reported (TYM=75.6). Although
this season’s total is above the TYM, last year
504 were reported on the lakefront during the
spring season.

Common Tern:- Only 44 were reported for the
season (TYM=184). The season’s peak count
was (40) that John C. Kendall saw at Michigan
City Harbor on 15 May.

Northern Flicker:- The (649) that Brendan J.
Grube counted during the 12 April longshore
flight at the Bird Observation Platform,
provided Indiana’s second largest daily tally.

White-winged Dove:- On 30 April (1) flew past
the Bird Observation Platform during the
longshore flight count (Brad Bumgardner, John
C. Kendall, & Brendan J. Grube), providing the
lakefront’s first White-winged Dove record in
two years. Surprisingly, a second bird flew past
the same site, at very close range, on 21 May
(Brendan J. Grube).

FLYCATCHERS
It was a fine season for flycatchers with an
average MI/species of +0.260. Only the Least
Flycatcher’s numbers were below normal (and
only slightly). The Olive-sided, Yellow-bellied,
Alder, and Eastern Kingbird all conducted
unusually strong flights.

Long-eared Owl:- Five were reported on the
lakefront this spring (TYM=7.0).
Snowy Owl:- On 20 March Brendan J. Grube
observed (1) riding on eastward drifting pack
ice off Dunes State Park. Brendan also saw
another fly past the Bird Observation Platform
on 28 March.

Olive-sided Flycatcher:- The 12 reported this
season constitutes the largest spring flight ever
recorded on the lakefront (TYM=4.55). The
peak daily count of two was recorded in Beverly
Shores on three different occasions and once at
the Bird Observation Platform.
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher:- Lakefront birders
enjoyed the best spring flight in a decade. Some
33 Yellow-bellieds were reported, far exceeding
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the TYM of 16.1. The peak daily count was a
state record (16) birds that Brendan J. Grube
logged in Beverly Shores on 21 May. The latter
total provided a new record count for Indiana.

VIREOS
Vireos fared well this spring with seven species
reported and an average MI/species of +0.231.
Only the Blue-headed had a negative MI, and
that was only slightly below normal.
White-eyed Vireo:- Randy J. Pals and Susan R.
Bagby established a new early arrival date for
the lakefront when they recorded a singing bird
along west Beverly Drive on 12 April. The
previous early record consisted of a dead bird
found after the notorious Lake Michigan storm
kill on 16 April 1960.
Bell’s Vireo:A non-vocal singleton
unexpectedly appeared in the Brock’s backyard
on 9 May. This gray-headed bird, initially
thought to have been a Tennessee Warbler, had
distinct white wing bars and rich yellow undertail coverts (KJB).
Blue-headed Vireo:- This handsome vireo was
recorded in slightly below normal numbers with
14 reported (TYM=15.5). The season’s high
count was (2) in east Beverly Shores on 10 May
(Jeffrey J. McCoy).

The ever photogenic Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was
photographed at State Line Woods on 24 May. This
individual was one of three present at the site on that
occasion. Photo by Lynea S. Hinchman.

Alder Flycatcher:- Spring of 2014 brought a
fine Alder flight with 22 reported (TYM=10.3).
One found in Beverly Shores on 10 May (M.
Penny Starin & John C. Kendall) provided a
new early arrival date for the lakefront.
Eastern Kingbird:- Thanks to a number of
excellent longshore flight counts that Brendan J.
Grube logged at Bird Observation Platform,
some 1304 were tallied for the season
(TYM=442). Four of Brendan J. Grube’s counts
made Indiana’s Top 20 list. The largest of these
consisted of (305) kingbird, which occurred 12
May and constitutes the state’s fifth largest
count.
Northern Shrike:- On 26 March Matt Beatty
found (2), an adult and a young bird, at Cowles
Bog.

Blue Jay:- The season’s peak flight at the Bird
Observation Platform consisted of (7058)
migrants that Brendan J. Grube logged on 8
May. This tally is Indiana’s second largest
daily count.
SWALLOWS
Primarily due to Brendan J. Grube’s longshore
flight watches, spectacular swallow numbers
were collected. Every member of this group
had positive MIs and the average MI/species
was +0.321, which is a superb value.
Cliff Swallow:- It was a great spring for this
uncommon swallow with 367 reported
(TYM=110). The peak daily count was the
(111) logged at the Bird Observation Platform
on 12 May (Brendan J. Grube).
WRENS
It was not a good season for wrens, as three of
the five regular species had negative MI values.
Of these the Sedge Wren made the poorest
showing. The average MI/species was -0.052.
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Marsh Wren:- Good numbers were reported at
Grant Street Wetland where a peak tally of (30)
was logged on 27 May (Peter E. Scott).

For the group the average MI value per species
was +0.214.
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Sedge Wren:- It was a poor season for this
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher:- A fine count of (51)
was recorded 10 May on the Dunes State Park
“10-2” loop (Lynea S. Hinchman, Doug
Hinchman, Matt Beatty, Madison Gallegos, &
Erik Troske). This tally is the lakefront’s ninth
largest count.
THRUSHES
It was a good spring season for thrushes with all
species reported in above normal number. The
average MI/species was +0.227. The season
was exceptional for Gray-cheeked Thrushes.
Gray-cheeked Thrush:- This generally hard to
find thrush appeared in unprecedented numbers
throughout the spring. Indeed, the 80 reported
this season almost triples the lakefront’s next
highest total for the spring season (TYM=17.3).
This extraordinary season total resulted from
two spectacular Brendan J. Grube counts.
Brendan logged an amazing (40) Gray-cheeked
Thrushes among the warbler hoard during 14
May warbler fall-out at Beverly Shores. This
total provided Indiana’s second highest count,
behind the 50 reported at Whiting Park on 13
May 1929. The following day Brendan counted
another (20) Gray-cheeked Thrushes in the
dunes west of Beverly Shores.
American Pipit:- During a 6 May longshore
flight watch at the Bird Observation Platform,
Brendan J. Grube counted (103) pipits. This
tally ties the lakefront’s third largest count.
Cedar Waxwing:- This spring’s best longshore
flight at the Bird Observation Platform consisted
of (4080) birds (Brendan J. Grube). This tally
was recorded on 27 May and constituted
Indiana’s ninth largest count.
WARBLERS
Following last spring’s dismal flight, this year’s
migration rebounded nicely (see graph). Indeed,
all 36 of Indiana’s regular warblers were logged
and only seven of these had negative MI values.

Overall the warbler flight was a bit later than
normal with a majority of the warblers
occurring after mid-May.
A spectacular migrant wave, seemingly
consisting of every warbler in the United States,
inundated the High Dunes on 14 and 15 May.
On the former day Brendan J. Grube tallied 31
species, included 96 Magnolia Warblers, 86
American Redstarts, 75 Tennessee Warblers, 67
Chestnut-sided Warblers, 27 Northern
Waterthrush, 6 Mourning Warblers, 6 Goldenwinged Warblers, and a Connecticut Warbler.
In the presence of northerly winds many of
these birds remained grounded allowing
Brendan to continue the warbler orgy the
following day. On 15 May he counting 122
Magnolia Warbler Warblers, 93 American
Redstarts, 46 Tennessee Warblers, 34 Chestnutsided Warblers, and 8 Golden-winged Warblers
in the Dunes west of Beverly Shores.
Remarkably, four of Brendan J. Grube’s warbler
tallies tied or exceeded the highest daily counts
ever recorded in the state.
Golden-winged Warbler:- On 15 May Brendan
J. Grube counted (8) in the Dunes tying
Indiana’s high count record.
Chestnut-sided Warbler:- Brendan J. Grube
established an Indiana record count on 14 May
when he tallied (67) in Beverly Shores. The
state’s previous maximum was only 40.
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Magnolia Warbler:- A new Indiana high count
was set 15 May when Brendan J. Grube counted
(122) in the Indiana Dunes. Indiana’s previous
maximum of (109) was recorded 14 May 1983.
Black-throated Blue Warbler:The (6) that
Brendan J. Grube found at Beverly Shores on 14
May tied the lakefront’s fourth highest count.
Worm-eating Warbler:The singleton that
Brendan J. Grube found at Beverly Shores on 23
April tied the lakefront’s earliest arrival date.
Brad Bumgardner also had a singing bird at
Dunes State Park on 18 May and Michael Topp
found another near the Beverly Shores artesian
well on 23 May.
Mourning Warbler:- The (11) birds that Brendan
J. Grube recorded in Beverly Shores on 21 May,
constitutes Indiana’s largest count in a decade.
However, this impressive tally was exceeded the
following day when Brendan logged (16) in the
High Dunes, tying the Indiana record.

This warbler has become extremely difficult to
find in the Dunes area.
Summer Tanager:- It was a fine spring for this
tanager, as 25 were reported (TYM=7.9).
Brendan J. Grube recorded 72% of this total
during the longshore flight counts at the Bird
Observation Platform. Brendan also logged the
peak tally of (5) on 12 May at the Bird
Observation Platform, which ties the lakefront’s
maximum daily count.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak:- A new early arrival
date was set for the lakefront when Carl Swisher
found a male in Chesterton on 15 April. The
previous earliest record was 17 April 1955 in
Dunes State Park.
Indigo Bunting:- The lakefront’s first March
record was photographed in the Brock backyard
on the 20th. This individual was an immature
male or a female.
SPARROWS
The sparrow flight was slightly above average;
of the 18 species logged seven had negative MI
values. The average MI/species was +0.040.
Nelson’s Sparrow was not reported and Whitecrowned numbers were down significantly. In
contrast, Lark and Clay-colored sparrows staged
strong flights.
Clay-colored Sparrow:- Fifteen were reported
for the season, which is the highest season total
in a dozen years (TYM=5.6). One to three very
cooperative (and photogenic) individuals spent
several days at the Bird Observation Platform
seed pile.

Male Mourning Warbler in Highland on 24 May.
This difficult to photograph warbler posed in the
sunlight for Michael Topp in his backyard. The 52
individuals reported on the lakefront this season
constitute the best spring flight on record.

Canada Warbler:- On 21 May Brendan J. Grube
established a new high count for Indiana with
(28) in Beverly Shores and (3) more at the Bird
Observation Platform.
Yellow-breasted Chat:- Brad Bumgardner’s
Birdathon group found a singing Chat in east
Beverly Shores on 17 May and John C. Cassady
found (1) a mile farther west the following day.

Lark Sparrow:- The Bird Observation Platform
seed pile greatly elevated the season total of 12,
as (3) birds visited the pile on both 27 and 28
April (Brendan J. Grube). This count ties the
lakefront’s second largest count.
Henslow’s Sparrow:- It was the lakefront’s best
spring flight since 32 dead birds were counted
on the beaches following a 1960 thunderstorm
over the lake. This spring 8 were counted,
mostly from the grassland south of the Bird
Observation Platform. The season’s maximum
daily tally, however, consisted of (3) that Matt
Beatty found at Mnoke Prairie on 10 May.
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male at the Grant Street Wetland 27 april and on
13 May Kirk Roth observed (3) males and (2)
females at that location. The latter is Indiana’s
largest count in 17 years.
Rusty Blackbird:- An all-time late record for
Indiana was seen, heard, and photographed at
the Bird Observation Platform on 30 May
(Brendan J. Grube).
Orchard Oriole:- The dozen that Brendan J.
Grube logged during the 8 May longshore flight
watch at the Bird Observation Platform tied the
lakefront’s seventh largest count.

This accommodating Clay-colored Sparrow was one
of three that frequented the Bird Observation
Platform seed pile on 5 and 6 May.
Brad
Bumgardner took this excellent photograph.

Le Conte’s Sparrow:- It was a good spring for
this reclusive sparrow with three reported
(TYM=1.65).
Brendan J. Grube found
singletons in the grass south of the Bird
Observation Platform on 21 and 30 April. Matt
Beatty found the third Le Conte’s at Mnoke
Prairie on 10 May.
Yellow-headed Blackbird:- Surprisingly, two
were reported during spring longshore flights at
the Bird Observation Platform. On 16 Apr
Brendan J. Grube observed (1) flying west with
a mixed flock of blackbirds and on 24 April
John K. Cassady and Brendan J. Grube noted a
male flying eastward. John C. Kendall found a

WINTER FINCHES
Winter finches were virtually non-existent this
spring. Indeed, other than a few Purple Finches,
a single crossbill and one siskin constituted the
season.
Red Crossbill:- Indiana’s only report consisted
of a male that Brendan J. Grube saw fly past the
Bird Observation Platform on 8 May. This
marks the second consecutive year in which
May Red Crossbills have been seen at the Bird
Observation Platform.
Pine Siskin:- Exceedingly, scarce with only
John C. Kendall’s singleton at the Bird
Observation Platform on 27 April reported for
the season (TYM=227). This is the lowest
spring total since lakefront birders were skunked
in spring 2003.

Spring 2014, page-10

Explanation of abbreviations Season totals are frequently compared to average seasonal counts in the
"Dunes area" (Calumet Region or lakefront) over the past 20 years, including the present year. This value
is abbreviated "TYM" for Twenty Year Mean. The term “STYM” refers to the twenty-year mean for the
entire state.
The item “MI” is the Migration Index, which compares the current flight with the previous 20 flights.
The following relation calculates this parameter: MI = (Total -TYM)/(Total + TYM). Here “Total” refers
to the total number of individuals, of a given species, reported during the season. If Total = 0, MI is
assigned a value of -ln(1+TYM) with a minimum value of –1.00. MI values provide an assessment of the
current migration compared to counts over the past 20 years; positive values indicate a better than average
flight, whereas, negative MI’s reflect a below normal migration.
In considering the TYM and MI parameters keep in mind that observer effort has not been constant over
the twenty-year interval, indeed observer effort has surely increased over the past decade. This means that
negative MI’s should be examined closely as they may reflect significant declines.
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