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Weather  
Following the hot summer, unusually warm 
temperatures continued through September.  October 
temperatures were near average, but frigid conditions 
arrived in November, which was almost 6ºF below 
normal (see table). 

Trouble in the Arctic 
In late summer Debi Shearwater posted the following informal warning.  “It sounds like a near-total 
breeding failure across the entire High Arctic, including Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Siberia, 
for SABINE'S GULLS. I am hearing this from across the globe. Have also heard that jaeger 
breeding was a failure across Siberia. Record warm temps and no voles or lemmings.”  This 
explanation may well account for the frightfully low numbers of several Arctic breeders on the 
lakefront this autumn, especially: Sabine’s Gull and Snow Bunting. 

Late Warbler Flight (data of entire state) 
By mid September (the traditional warbler peak) it appeared that we were in for a frightfully poor 
warbler migration; mercifully however, the flight was just late.  Indeed, a comparison of the mean 
migration dates of 16 migrant warblers revealed that they averaged 3.7 days later than normal.  
Thus, this year’s warbler migration peaked about 19 September.  The latest individual species were: 
Bay-breasted (8 days), Wilson’s (7 days), and Magnolia (6 days).  The above evaluation is based on 
records throughout the entire state. 

The table on the left summarizes the 2018 fall 
migration by bird groups, using a parameter known 
as the Migration Index (MI, definition appended). It 
reveals that landbirds generally fared quite well.  In 
contrast a majority of the waterbirds appeared in 
numbers well below normal.  For example both 
Gulls and Loons/Grebes were down significantly.  
In contrast, raptors staged an unusually strong 

migration. 
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This spectacular flock of Hudsonian Godwits was observed on 1 September, as they departed Lake Michigan just east of the 
Lake Street lot at Miller Beach (zoom in for a better view).  As you can see they just skirted the tree tops. These 46 long-ranged 
migrants, Indiana’s second largest count, were southbound and may well have flown directly from James Bay.  Photo by KJB.

Temperature & Precipitation at Chicago: 
Departure from Normal
Temp (ºF) Rainfall (in.)

Aug +3.9 +1.71
Sep +4.3 +0.44
Oct +0.2 +1.64
Nov -5.7 +0.09

Group MI/species Group MI/species 
Ducks -0.01 Flycatchers +0.16
Loons/Grebes -0.19 Vireos +0.18
Herons +0.14 Swallows -0.02
Raptors +0.29 Wrens +0.12
Shorebirds -0.11 Thrushes +0.04
Gulls -0.55 Warblers +0.05
Terns +0.04 Sparrows +0.06



Longshore Flights 
The season’s top ten lakewatches, based on 
Pals Magnitude, are listed in the adjacent 
table. Randy Pals formulated this parameter 
to quantify lakewatch quality. It takes into 
account both bird numbers and flight quality. 
This autumn’s best flight occurred on 26 
November and featured a Pomarine Jaeger 
and 13 Black-legged Kittiwakes.  The all-
time best longshore flight occurred at Miller 
Beach on 23 November 2013 and had a Pals 
Magnitude of 172.81.  

The Season’s Log 

August  
The season was launched spectacularly with a 
flyby Whimbrel at Miller Beach on 3 August 
(Michael Topp) and a Ruff that Julie 
Bonnema photographed at Carlson Oxbow 
Park on the 5th. The Ruff is the lakefront’s 
second record and the first since 1986.     

On the 8th Matt Kalwasinski found two 
juvenile Little Blue Herons at Carlson. On the 
12th Matt S. Kalwasinski noted that a third 
Little Blue had joined the two juveniles at 
Carlson. Michael A. Topp logged the season’s 
first Piping Plover, an adult, at Miller Beach 
on 17 August. This autumn’s first “good” 

front arrived on the 21st and with it Brad 
Bumgardner and others observed a subadult 
Long-tailed Jaeger at Miller Beach.  John C. 
Kendall photographed a flock of four Avocets 
at Michigan City Harbor on the 22nd.  On the 
23rd Steve Mulhall spotted an adult 
Mississippi Kite while driving on I-80 in 

Porter County.  The highlight, among the nine 
warbler species that Brad Bumgardner logged 
in Dunes State Park on 24 August, was a 
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Top-10 Longshore Flights
Date Location Pals FM Best bird
26-Nov Miller	Beach 72.18 Pomarine Jaeger
10-Nov Miller	Beach 62.25 Pacific Loon
20-Oct Miller	Beach 59.85 Red-necked Grebe
6-Sep Miller	Beach 46.05 Long-tailed Jaeger
17-Oct Miller	Beach 37.39 Sabine’s Gull
20-Nov Miller	Beach 35.37 Ancient Murrelet
13-Nov Miller	Beach 30.88 Tundra Swan
29-Aug Miller	Beach 25.14 Hudsonian Godwit
4-Oct Miller	Beach 20.08 Cackling Goose
3-Sep Miller	Beach 17.09 Red Knot

The largest bird in this photo is the lakefront’s second 
reported Ruff.  Julie Bonnema discovered this female 
and took the picture at the Carlson Oxbow Park channel 
on 5 August.  Also in the photo is a molting adult Stilt 
Sandpiper (front) and a Pectoral Sandpiper (left).  The 
lakefront’s first Ruff (also a Reeve) was at the Gary 
Sewage Pond (adjacent to I-90) on 9 August 1986.

This juvenile Parasitic Jaeger (on the left) is harassing a 
young Herring Gull: it was one of two present at Miller 
Beach on 29 August.  This marvelous action photo was 
taken by John C. Kendall.



Worm-eating.  A weak front on the 29th 

provided some excitement at Miller Beach. 
The best sightings included 35 Hudsonian 
Godwits (John C. Kendall), a juvenile Long-
tailed Jaeger (Lynn H. Vernon), two Parasitic 
Jaegers, and two unidentified jaegers. 

September (first half) 
The ninth month arrived with two Red Knots 
at Michigan City Harbor (many observers) 
and a flyby flock of 46 Hudsonian Godwits 
at Miller Beach (John K. Cassady, Randy J. 
Pals, Lynn H. Vernon, and KJB) all on the 1st.  
On that same day Randy J. Pals spotted a 
Yellow-throated Warbler at the Central 
Avenue lot in Beverly Shores.   Nick Kiehl 
saw 3 Red Knots and a Parasitic Jaeger at 
Miller Beach on the 3rd and Ryan Sanderson 
added Least Tern and Little Gull to Nick’s 
list on that same day.  A modest front arrived 
on the 6th, bringing some goodies to Miller 
Beach.  Highlights included three Red Knots, 
four Whimbrel, seven jaegers (including a 

Long-tailed), and a Little Gull.  Post front 
winds continued through the 8th, delivering an 
additional eight jaegers to Miller Beach, 
including another Long-tailed. Michael A. 
Topp enjoyed a superb warbler day at the 
Hammond Sanctuary on 8 September with an 
amazing 24 warbler species, which included 
both Connecticut and Mourning.  On the 9th 
Josh Engle identified a juvenile dark-morph 
Parasitic Jaeger at the Green Tower site.   
Peter Scott and Dan Webster found a 
phenomenal 7 Red Knots at Miller Beach on 
September 12.  The following day Peter also 
logged a Western Kingbird in Beverly 
Shores. 

September (second half)  
Despite a the rather promising forecast, a 
front that arrived on the afternoon of 21 
September fizzled: highlights included 3 Red 
Knots and a Franklin’s Gull.  The best bird 
reported on Saturday the 22nd was a female 
Summer Tanager that Landon Neumann et 
al. found in the Hammond Sanctuary. On the 
25th Brendan J. Grube found a LeConte’s 
Sparrow, a Grasshopper Sparrow, and a 
Dickcissel at Reynolds Creek G.H.A. A cold 
front with promising winds arrived in the wee 
hours of the 26th; however, it yielded more 
birders than birds at Miller Beach.  The day’s 
highlight included a distant unidentified 
jaeger that Matt Beatty spotted as it pursued a 
tern. Brad Bumgardner logged 14 American 
Avocets at Miller Beach on the 27th. On 
Saturday the 29th Jeffrey J. McCoy recorded 
Indiana’s second latest Upland Sandpiper at 
the Hammond Sanctuary and Michael A. 
Topp observed a Parasitic Jaeger at Miller 
Beach.  The so called Chandeleur Gull 
returned to Michigan City Harbor on the 30th 
(Amar Ayyash), thereby closing out the 
month. 

October (first half) 
A moderately strong cold front passed over 
the Dunes on 4 October.  Highlights of the 
associated Miller Beach lakewatch included 
Cackling Goose, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
and Parasitic Jaeger.  On the afternoon of that 
same day Matthew Beatty photographed an 
adult California Gull at Michigan City 
Harbor.  On 6 October Ryan Sanderson 
photographed a Laughing Gull at Miller 
Beach.  Also on the 6th the Brock crew tallied 
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Matthew Beatty discovered this young Northern Goshawk 
at West Beach on 17 October.  Note the distinctive zig-zag 
pattern in the tail bands.  In addition to being quite rare on 
the lakefront, most are seen in flight rather than perched. 
Photo by Matt Beatty.



an impressive (for this date) eleven warbler 
species, including a Mourning, in the 
lakefront traps.  On the 7th Kim Roll, a 
visitor from Grant Co, photographed a 
Western Sandpiper at Michigan City 
Harbor.  A nice cold front passed on the 11th, 
but the following winds were westerly and 
the lakewatch proved to be a royal dud.  
However, this day was quite different at the 
H a m m o n d S a n c t u a r y w h e r e B r a d 
Bumgardner logged an incredible ten warbler 
species plus Whip-poor-will and Yellow-
billed Cuckoo.  Highlights on the Saturday 13 
O c t o b e r o u t i n g w a s a r e c o r d l a t e 
Philadelphia Vireo that John K. Cassady 
found at Forsythe Park.  John also nailed a 
late Gray-cheeked Thrush in the Hammond 
Sanctuary. 

October (second half) 
A moderately strong front, which passed on 
the 17th, brought a Red-necked Grebe, and 
the season’s first Sabine’s Gull (Jeffrey J. 
McCoy).  Following the lakewatch Matthew 
Beatty visited West Beach and discovered a 
perched juvenile Northern Goshawk, 
providing the lakefront’s first autumn record 
in four years.  On the 18th Brendan J. Grube 
found a tardy Yellow-bellied Flycatcher on 
the south edge of Dunes S.P.  A strong front 
passed at mid-day on Saturday the 20th. The 
throng that gathered at the Miller Beach 
concession stand were rewarded with more 
than 1000 passing Greater Scaup, a Red-
necked Grebe, and one Short-eared Owl.  On 
this same day Brendan J. Grube logged a 
juvenile Sabine’s Gull at the Green Tower 
site.  The tardy female Black-throated Blue 
Warbler that Matt Beatty found at Dupont 
on 21 October was record late. On the 24th 
Brendan Grube identified a Northern Shrike 
in western Beverly Shores.  Highlight of the 
27th’s outing was two Red-necked Grebes 
that John K. Cassady identified off Beverly 
Shores.  October ended with another Red-
necked Grebe off the Green Tower on the 
31st (Brendan J. Grube).  

November (first third) 
On the 1st Aaron Yappert logged a Red-
necked Grebe at Miller Beach and Brendan J. 
Grube found a Long-tailed Duck at Michigan 
City Harbor. A weak front passed on the 2nd: 
John Cassady and KJB conducted a Miller 

Beach lakewatch, netting three jaegers.  
Matthew Beatty observed a Long-tailed Duck 
off Dunes State Park on the 3rd.  On 5 
November Brad Bumgardner counted 104 
Pine Siskins at Ogden Dunes. John Kendall 
conducted a Miller Beach lakewatch on the 
7th: his best bird was a first-cycle Laughing 
Gull.  Kathie Fritz reported the season’s first 
Evening Grosbeak at a Michigan City feeder 
on 6 November. Two days later (8 November) 
Don Gorney found a Harlequin Duck at 
Michigan City Harbor. This segment ended 
with a Miller Beach lakewatch on the 10th.  
John Cassady, Jeff McCoy et al. logged a 
Pacific Loon during the watch. 

November (second third) 
Matt Igleski photographed a rather tardy Ruddy 
Turnstone at Whiting Park on 11 November.  
The following day John C. Kendall discovered 
the season’s second adult California Gull at 
Michigan City Harbor.  November 13 was 18˚F 
below normal with a high of 27˚F and NW 
winds at 10: at Michigan City Harbor John K. 
Cassady spotted a flyby Black-legged 
Kittiwake.  On the 14th Lynea Hinchman 
observed an Evening Grosbeak at a Beverly 
Shores feeder.  According the Carolyn A. Marsh 
13 Mute Swans were found dead in the north 
basin at George Lake.  The season’s first 
Common Redpolls arrived on the 15th, with 26 
at the Green Tower (Brad Bumgardner) and a 
singleton at Miller Beach (Michael A. Topp). 
Arguably, the season’s best warbler was a male 
Black-throated Blue that Buck Allen 
photographed at his feeder in Porter on 18 
November. The latter provided the lakefront’s 
first November record. A burst of activity 
occurred on the 19th.  Matt Beatty found a late 
Chipping Sparrow at Oak Ridge Prairie and 
Randy Pals logged both a Short-eared Owl and 
the season's only Snowy Owl at Reynolds 
Creek G.H.A.  On the 20th John C. Kendall 
closed out this segment in superb fashion by 
logging Indiana’s fourth Ancient Murrelet as it 
flew past Miller Beach. 

November (final third) 
November 23rd proved to be a two grosbeak 
day: a calling Evening Grosbeak flew over 
Brad Bumgardner and Kim Ehn at the 
Michigan City Harbor lighthouse and 
Brendan J. Grube discovered an immature 
male Rose-breasted at a Beverly Shores 
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feeder.  David Rupp discovered the season’s 
second Black-legged Kittiwake on the 
Dunes State Park beach on 24 November.  
David reported that this juvenile lingered at 
close range with Ring-billed Gulls for 15 
minutes.  The season’s best front arrived on 
26 November. Led by John K. Cassady, 
Miller Beach lakewatchers logged a 
Pomarine Jaeger , 13 Black-legged 
Kittiwakes, and 649 Common Loons.  On the 
28th Chicago birder Aerin Tedesco 
photographed a juvenile Black-legged 
Kittiwake at Miller Beach.  The season ended 
when Nathan Goldberg logged a record late 
Northern Waterthrush at Cowles Bog on 
the 30th. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS  

WATERFOWL  
Tundra Swan:- Lakefront birders enjoyed the 
best fall flight since 2001, with 124 reported 
(TYM=57.6).  The season’s peak count 
occurred 9 November when John C. Kendall 
tallied (65) at Miller Beach. 

DUCKS  
Overall the flight was about average with 
eleven of the 25 species reported in negative 
territory.  Green-winged Teal and Ruddy 
Duck were the poorest performers.   

DABBLERS: It was a near average season 
for puddle ducks.  About half of the species 
were reported in below normal numbers.  

BAY DUCKS: Ring-necked Duck and Lesser 
Scaup numbers were down moderately, other 
members of this group fared quite well. 

SEA DUCKS:  Black Scoters were down 
significantly, Otherwise the sea duck flight 
was fine. 

American Black Duck:- Once again numbers 
were down: only 22 were reported 
(TYM=62.5). 

Green-winged Teal:- This autumn’s total of 
219 is the lowest count since 159 were logged 

back in 1994 (TYM=685). The season’s peak 
daily count was (29) at Miller Beach  on 26 
September (John K. Cassady et al.). 

Harlequin Duck:-  An “IMF” at Michigan 
City Harbor on 8 November (Don Gorney), 
provided the season’s only report. 

Black Scoter:- Only 65 were reported  for the 
season (TYM=147).  The peak daily count 
was (12), logged by John K. Cassady on 10 
November. 

Ruddy Duck:- The eleven reported this fall is 
the lowest lakefront total since 2005 
(TYM=44.1).  The peak daily count was (3), 
logged by Walter Marcisz off Calumet Park 
on 21 October. 

LOONS & GREBES  
It was not a good season for this group, as the 
Red-necked Grebe was the only species  
reported in above average numbers.  Western 
and Eared Grebes were entirely absent and 
Horned Grebes were down significantly. 

Common Loon:- The Common Loon flight 
almost bypassed the lakefront. However, the 
season was saved in the eleventh hour (26 
November) when (649) were tallied at the 
Miller Beach lakewatch (John K. Cassady et 
al.).  The final season’s total was 1121 
(TYM=1857). 

Pacific Loon:- A 10 November lakewatch at 
Miller Beach  produced one, which was the 
first lakefront record in two years (Don 
Gorney, John Cassady, & Jeff McCoy). 

Red-necked Grebe:- see table (Season 
total=9; TYM=6.35).  

Red-necked Grebe Records
No Date Location Observer
1 17-Oct Miller	Beach Jeff	McCoy
1 20-Oct off	Calumet	Park Isoo	O’Brien
1 20-Oct Miller	Beach John	Cassady
1 21-Oct off	Calumet	Park Walter	Marcisz
2 27-Oct Beverly	Shores	 John	Cassady
1 27-Oct Ind.	waters	off	Cal.	Pk. M.	Kalwasinski
1 31-Oct Green	Tower Brendon	Grube
1 2-Nov Miller	Beach Michael	Topp
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Western Grebe:-  Not reported on the 
lakefront for the third consecutive autumn 
(TYM=1.7). 

HERONS & EGRETS 
It was a good autumn for this group, as every 
member except Snowy Egret was reported in 
above average numbers.  The big plus was the 
welcomed appearance of Little Blue Herons.  
The average MI per species was a respectable 
+0.137. 

Little Blue Heron:- In recent years this 
species has been exceptionally rare on the 
lakefront; consequently, the (2) juveniles that 
Matt S. Kalwasinski found at Carlson Oxbow 
Park on 8 August constituted a real treat.  
These birds lingered and a third juvenile 
a p p e a r e d o n 1 2 A u g u s t ( M a t t S . 
Kalwasinski). 

Snowy Egret:- Following a lengthy absence 
(early July to mid-September) the Wolf Lake 
Snowy reappeared on 13 September (Peter E. 
Scott). 

DIURNAL RAPTORS 
It was a wonderful season for hawks as the 
only species that was well below average was 
Broad-winged Hawk.  In addition two bonus 
species were reported: Mississippi Kite and 
Northern Goshawk. 

Mississippi Kite:-  An adult was seen at close 
range (within 50-75 feet) from I-80/90 on 23 
August (Steve Mulhall).  Brendan J. Grube 
saw an immature along US 12 in Gary on 28 
August.  These reports constitute the 
lakefront’s second and third autumn records. 

Northern Goshawk:-  Matthew Beatty 
encountered an immature at West Beach on 
17 October.  This is the lakefront’s first report 
in four years (TYM=0.30). 

SHOREBIRDS  
Habitat limitations led to an unusually feeble 
shorebird flight.  About half of the species 
were reported in below average numbers.  
The biggest hits occurred with Purple 
Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Long-

billed Dowitcher, and Red Phalarope, all of 
which went unreported.  Another species that 
appeared in exceedingly poor numbers was 
the Dunlin.  On the positive side Hudsonian 
Godwits, Red Knots, and Ruddy Turnstones 
all made excellent showings. 

American Avocet:- See table (Season 
total=33; TYM=17.0).  

Upland Sandpiper:- On 29 September 
peregrine-eyed Jeffrey J. McCoy spotted one 
perched atop a steel tower in the old 
Commonwealth Edison power plant adjacent 
to the Hammond Sanctuary.  This provided 

Indiana’s second latest record behind the 4 
October 1931 bird that Donald H. Boyd 
reported in Hobart. 

American Avocet Records
No Date Location Observer
4 22-Aug Michigan	City	Harbor J.	Kendall
1 24-Aug Michigan	City	Harbor R.	Garrett
2 24-Aug Miller	Beach M.	Topp
12 2-Sep Michigan	City	Harbor A.	Wilson
14 27-Sep Miller	Beach Bumgardner
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A wise man once said, “rare birds are where you find 
them.”  On 29 September Jeffrey J. McCoy discovered 
this Upland Sandpiper perched atop a 50 foot high steel 
transmission tower on the former Commonwealth 
Edison Power Plant property (adjacent to the Hammond 
Sanctuary). This report constitutes Indiana’s second 
latest record: the all-time latest was seen in Hobart on 4 
October 1931.  Photo by KJB.



Whimbrel:- See table (Season total=7; 
TYM=8.1).  

Hudsonian Godwit:- John C. Kendall, Brad 
Bumgardner, and others reported a total of 
(35) at Miller Beach on 29 August.  The birds 
flew past in flocks of 31 and 4.  On 1 
September another flock was seen flying 
south at the Lake Street lot (John K. Cassady, 
Randy J. Pals, Lynn H. Vernon, & KJB).  
That group was photographed allowing a 
careful count, which revealed (46) birds 
present in the flock.  The latter constitutes 
Indiana’s second largest count. 

Ruddy Turnstone:- It was the best autumn  
flight for this shorebird since the fall of 1995, 
with 89 reported (TYM=37.9).  The peak 
count was the (12) that John C. Kendall 
logged at Michigan City Harbor on 6 
September. 

Western Sandpiper:- On 7 October Kim Roll 
photographed (1), which was feeding with 
Sanderlings, on the Michigan City Harbor 
jetty. The sighting was confirmed by Brad 
Bumgardner on the 9th. 

Dunlin:- The Dunlin flight was a near disaster 
with only 48 reported (TYM=319).  This 
season total is the lowest since 46 were 
logged in 1988. The peak daily count of (12) 
was logged during the 20 October lakewatch 
at Miller Beach (John K. Cassady, Jeffrey J. 
McCoy, et al.). 

Red Knot:- It was an exceptional year for this 
scarce shorebird with (22) reported 
(TYM=6.95). This is the lakefront’s largest 
fall count since 34 were tallied back in 1992. 
The (7) that Peter  E. Scott logged at Miller 
Beach on 12 September ties Indiana’s fourth 
largest count. 

Willet:- See table (Season total=69; TYM= 
83.3).  

GULLS 
Despite logging 12 gull species the overall 
flight was quite poor. Both Sabine’s and 
Franklin’s Gulls were reported in disturbingly 
low numbers and four other species were 
below average. 

Black-legged Kittiwake:- See table (Season 
total=16; TYM=11.3).  The 13 Kittiwakes 
logged on 26 November constitutes Indiana’s 
fourth largest count.  This flight also included 
(3) adults birds and a second-winter bird.  
These three adults constitute Indiana’s largest 
count and the second-cycle bird is only 
Indiana’s fourth record.  

Sabine’s Gull:- Only two, both juveniles, 
were reported this season (TYM=10.8). John 
K. Cassady found the first at Miller Beach on 
17 October and Brendan J. Grube identified 
the second at the Green Tower on 20 October 
(TYM=10.8). 

Little Gull:- Ryan J. Sanderson photographed 
a fresh juvenile at Miller Beach on 3 
September.  This individual lingered at this 
location until 10 September (Ryan J. 
Sanderson). 

Laughing Gull:- Ryan J. Sanderson observed 
a winter adult perched on the beach at the 
Lake Street (Miller Beach) lot on 6 October.  
John C. Kendall found a first-cycle bird at the 
same location on 7 November (TYM=1.20). 

Whimbrel Records
No Date Location Observer
1 3-Aug Miller Beach M. Topp
1 6-Aug Miller Beach Unknown
4 6-Sep Miller Beach K.  Brock
1 6-Sep Michigan City Harbor J. Kendall

Willet Records
No Date Location Observer
8 4-Aug Miller	Beach J.	Cassady
31 5-Aug Lake	St.	Miller	Beach M.	Kalwasinski
5 6-Aug Michigan	City	Harbor J.	Caruso
1 7-Aug Miller	Beach B.	Bumgardner
1 9-Aug Michigan	City	Harbor J.	Kendall
16 21-Aug Miller	Beach B.	Bumgardner
2 22-Aug Miller	Beach M.Topp
1 29-Aug Miller	Beach D.	Gorney
1 1-Sep Michigan	City	Harbor J.	Cassady
3 11-Sep Miller	Beach M.	Beatty

Black-legged Kittiwake Records
No Date Location Observer
1 13-Nov Miller	Beach J.	Cassady
1 24-Nov Dunes	S.P. D.	Rupp
13 26-Nov Miller	Beach J.	Cassady	et	al.
1 28-Nov Miller	Beach Aerin	Tedesco
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Franklin’s Gull:- Rather scarce this autumn 
with only 16 reported (76.3). 

California Gull:- Two were reported this fall, 
both were at Michigan City Harbor 
(TYM=0.80). Matt Beatty photographed an 
adult at on 4 October, which provided the 
lakefront’s first September record.  On 12 
November John C. Kendall photographed a 
different adult at this same location. 

Kelp X Herring Gull hybrid:- The so-called 
Chandeleur Gull returned to Michigan City 
Harbor for the seventh consecutive autumn.  
Amar Ayyash logged the first sighting on 30 
September. 

TERNS 
Surprisingly, two Least Terns appeared on the 
lakefront this fall.  Caspian and Forster’s 
appeared in above average numbers, but 
Black and Common were down significantly. 

Least Tern:- For the second consecutive year 
this species appeared on the lakefront 
(TYM=0.35). On 3 September Ryan J. 
Sanderson photographed (2) at Miller Beach.  
One of these lingered until the fifth (Matthew 
Beatty & Michael A. Topp). 

Black Tern:- Lakeshore birders logged an 
unusually feeble flight with only 155 birds 
reported (TYM=783).  This is the lowest 
autumn total since a paltry 27 Blacks were 
logged in 2009. This season’s peak daily 
count was (94) that were seen at Miller Beach 
on 6 September (John K. Cassady et al.). 

Common Tern:- The autumn flight was well 
b e l o w n o r m a l w i t h 1 7 8 9 r e p o r t e d 
(TYM-3014).  The season’s largest count was 
the (406) tallied during a Miller Beach 
lakewatch on 6 September (Randy J. Pals et 
al.). 
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Matthew Beatty sleuthfully searched through hundreds of 
gulls on the Michigan City Harbor beach to locate this 
adult California Gull (front bird).  Matt’s photo perfectly 
captures the subtle marks required for identification: 
mantle slightly darker than Herring Gull (behind), yellow 
legs, red and black bill pattern, and dark eyes.  Photo 
taken by Matt on 4 October.

Interestingly, when the “Pom” was at close range it elected to stoop on a juvenile Kittiwake. It appeared that the 
Pomarine never actually touched the Kittiwake, but it surely gave it quite a scare. Fortunately, the photographers were 
ready and recorded this remarkable event.  The left photo, which was taken by John K. Cassady, shows the jaeger 
approaching the Kittiwake.  On the right John C. Kendall’s shot has the jaeger veering off after the stoop.  There were 
hundreds of Ring-billed Gulls about, but this jaeger selected this young Kittiwake. 



 
Ancient Murrelet:- This individual was  
initially reported on the media after Tim 
Baerwald et al. observed (1) fly past 
Tiscornia, MI, on the morning of 20 
November.  Two hours and 15 minutes later 
John C. Kendall observed the bird flying past 
the concession stand at Miller Beach, 
providing Indiana’s fourth record. 

JAEGERS  
See table (Season total=38; TYM=50.5).  It 
was a “three jaeger autumn” on the lakefront, 
with all three species reported. 

Pomarine Jaeger:- The 26 November Miller 
Beach lakewatch yielded a strapping juvenile 
that passed sufficiently close to allow photos 
(John K. Cassady, John C. Kendall, Randy J. 
Pals et al.).  This is Indiana’s first “Pom” in 
three years (TYM=1.85). Interestingly, when 
the jaeger was just offshore it stooped on a 
juvenile Kittiwake (see photos). 

Parasitic Jaeger:- See table (Season total=16; 
TYM=21.7).  

Long-tailed Jaeger:- (Season total=4; 
TYM=2.70, all at Miller Beach).  On 21 
August Brad Bumgardner, John K. Cassady, 
Matt Beatty, and others, obtained identifying 
photos of a subadult.  That report keeps the 
lakefront’s run of continuous annual records 
intact: sightings every year from 1999 
through 2018.  This was also the third 
subadult Long-tailed reported on the 
lakefront.  Juveniles were identified on 29 
August (Lynn H. Vernon, John C. Kendall, et 
al.) and 6 September (John K. Cassady, Matt 
Beatty, and John C. Kendall).  Matt Beatty 
also identified an unaged bird on 7 
September. 

Snowy Owl:-  Randy J. Pals logged the 
season’s only record at Reynolds Creek 
G.H.A. on 19 November (TYM=1.6). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will:- One discovered in 
the Hammond Sanctuary on 11 October (Brad 
Bumgardner) proved to be the lakefront’s 
third latest record. 

FLYCATCHERS  
Except for the Olive-sided this group fared 
quite well with all other species near or above 
their TYMs.  

Olive-sided Flycatcher:- Surprisingly scarce 
on the lakefront with only (5) reported 
(TYM=6.05).  The maximum count of (3) 
was logged by Eliana A. Ardila and the 

Annual Jaeger Counts
09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Aug 12 1 2 3 9 3* 0 17 23 6
Sep 2 17 50 36 20 37 11 20 6 23
Oct 2 3 7 3 13 32 4 15 0 1
Nov 1 10 10 0 1 3 2 7 2 8
Sum 17 31 69 42 43 75 17 59 31 38

 *This number includes one late July record.
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Close up of the 26 November Pomarine Jaeger at Miller 
Beach.  Note the “second under-wing crescents” and 
blunt terminations on the extending central tail feathers.  
On Parasitic Jaegers these feathers are pointed as shown 
on Kendall’s photo on page 2.  This photograph was 
taken by John K. Cassady.

Fall Parasitic Jaegers
loc obs age

29-Aug 2 M B.	Bumgardner Juv
3-Sep 1 M Nick	Kiehl Imm
6-Sep 3 M J.	Cassady Mixed
7-Sep 2 M Matt	Beatty Juv
8-Sep 1 M Ryan	Sanderson Sub
9-Sep 1 G	

Tower
Josh	Engle Dark	juv

9-Sep 1 M Mark	Welter Juv
23-Sep 1 M Bob	Decker Juv
29-Sep 1 M Michael	Topp ?
4-Oct 1 M J.	McCoy Juv
2-Nov 2 M J.	Cassady Ad	&	juv
20-Nov 3 M J.	Kendall ?

G=Green	Tower					M=Miller Beach 



Birding By Bus group at Cowles Bog on 7 
September.  This latter report saved the 
season from total disaster. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher:- A new late date 
for the lakefront was set 18 October when 
Brendan J. Grube identified one near the bike 
trail, south of Dunes S.P.  The previous latest 
was 14 October 2016 at the Hammond 
Sanctuary. 

Great Crested Flycatcher:- This flycatcher 
staged the season’s strongest flight with 25 
reported (TYM=11.7).  Michael A. Topp 
logged the highest count with (3) at the 
Hammond Sanctuary on 8 September. 

Western Kingbird:- Peter Scott observed a 
perched bird in western Beverly Shores on 14 
September (TYM=0.15).  This is the 
lakefront’s first autumn record in eight years. 

Northern Shrike:- Indiana’s third earliest 
record (and the lakefront’s second earliest) 
was logged at West Beach on 18 October 
(Chris Miller).  Six were reported for the 
season (TYM=4.75). 

VIREOS  
It was another good fall for vireos.  Every 
species was reported in above or near average 
number except the Philadelphia, which had 
12 birds reported compared to a TYM of 
15.1. 

White-eyed Vireo:- Lakefront birders enjoyed 
the best fall flight since 2010, with 12 
reported (TYM=7.55). Kimberly Ehn logged 
the lakefront's third latest record at West 
Beach on 6 October. 

Yellow-throated Vireo:- The bird that Peter E. 
Scott logged in east Beverly Shores on 14 
October, provided the lakefront’s second 
latest fall record. 

Philadelphia Vireo:- The bird that Matthew 
Igleski reported at Whiting Park on 8 October 
provided the lakefront’s fourth latest record 
(TYM=15.0).  Matthew’s report was outdone 
on 13 October when John K. Cassady spotted 
(1) at Forsythe Park, the latter bird tied the 
all-time latest lakefront record. 

SWALLOWS  
It was a near average autumn for swallows 
with only two species (Tree and Northern 
Rough-winged) reported in below normal 
numbers.  The season’s rough-winged total  
was well below normal. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow:- The three 
reported this autumn is the lowest fall total 
since a singleton was reported in 2006 
(TYM=12.6). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch:- It was a much better 
than average autumn for this dapper nuthatch, 
with 203 reported (TYM=83.9).  The peak 
count was logged at Forsythe Park on 13 
October when John K. Cassady et al. logged 
(11). 

WRENS  
Wrens fared well this fall with only the Sedge 
reported in below average numbers. 

Sedge Wren:- The four birds reported this 
season was well below the TYM of 7.35. 
                  

THRUSHES  
The Veery and Swainson’s Thrushes were 
slightly below average, otherwise this group 
staged a strong flight.  

Gray-cheeked Thrush:- On 13 October John 
K. Cassady identified (1) in the Hammond 
Sanctuary: this bird provided the lakefront’s 
fourth latest record. 

Northern Mockingbird:- It was a record 
season on the lakefront with 53 reported 
(TYM=11.3).  The peak daily count was (7) 
that Brendan J. Grube logged in the High 
Dunes on 17 October. 

Snow Bunting:- Shockingly low numbers 
appeared on the lakefront this fall.  The entire 
s e a s o n y i e l d e d o n l y 6 0 b u n t i n g s 
(TYM=1293).  This is the poorest autumn 
flight since 49 were tallied back in 1985. The 
peak tally was (25) that Ryan J. Sanderson 
logged at Michigan City Harbor on 23 
November. 
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Fall Warblers  
Three Dunes area breeders were not reported 
this fall: Louisiana Waterthrush, Cerulean 
Warbler, and Prairie Warbler.  The latter 
species is most disturbing, as the last autumn 
in which Prairie Warbler went unreported was 
1991. 

Of the 31 warbler species reported 11 were 
below their TYM.  Surprisingly, this eleven 
included a few unexpected species: American 
Redstart, Magnolia Warbler, and Chestnut-
sided Warbler.  Overall, however, the warbler 
flight was quite good, as for the fifth 
consecutive autumn the composite flight has 
been above average.  This year the MI was 
+0.052 (see annual variation in the below 
graph). 

On 8  September Michael A. Topp logged  24 
warbler species, including Connecticut, 
Mourning, Hooded, and Pine, in the 
Hammond Sanctuary. Also, on 6 October the 
regular Saturday Brock group tallied 11 
warbler species, including a tardy Mourning, 
in the traps. 

Worm-eating Warbler:-  Brad Bumgardner 
found (1) along the south boundary road of 
Dunes State Park on 24 August.   This is only 
the seventh fall record for the Dunes area 
(TYM=0.15). 

Northern Waterthrush:- A record late (for the 
lakefront) bird was identified by Nathan 
Goldberg at Cowles Bog on the season’s final 
day (30 November).  The lakefront’s previous 
latest was logged on 20 October 1961 in 

Baileytown (the later site was displaced by 
the Bethlehem Steel plant in the mid-1960s). 

Connecticut Warbler:- Only 2, both at the 
Hammond Sanctuary, were reported this fall 
(TYM=4.40). Michael A. Topp found the first 
on 8 September and Carolyn Marsh reported 
the second on 26 September. These two 
comprise the lowest fall total in seven years. 

Mourning Warbler:- The female that John K. 
Cassady observed at Whiting Park on 6 
October constitutes the lakefront’s fifth latest 
record. 

Cape May Warbler:- A record flight occurred 
on the lakefront with 129 birds reported 
(TYM=70.3).  The previous maximum was 
the 112 recorded in fall 1999. Carolyn A. 
Marsh found an early migrant on 16 August 
in the Hammond Sanctuary, which tied the 
lakefront’s third earliest fall record. The 
season’s peak daily tally was (14) that 
Michael A. Topp logged in the Hammond 
Sanctuary on 8 September. 

Northern Parula:- The 20 reported this fall is 
the largest total in six years (TYM=9.25).  
The peak count of (2) was logged on two 
occasions, both in the Hammond Sanctuary.  
The first was found by Peter E. Scott on 13 
September and Carolyn A. Marsh logged the  
second on 28 September. On 13 October 
Karen Slager tied the latest record with (1) at 
the Hammond Sanctuary. 

Magnolia Warbler:- The autumn of 2018 
brought the lowest fall total since 2005, with 
only 97 reported (TYM=133).  The peak 
count of (25) was recorded by John K. 
Cassady and Randy J. Pals in the Hammond 
Sanctuary on 29 September.  A tardy migrant 
that Brendan J. Grube found in west Beverly 
Shores provided the lakefront’s third latest 
record. 

Blackpoll Warbler:- The individual that 
Carolyn A. Marsh observed at the Hammond 
Sanctuary on 16 August, provided the 
lakefront’s second earliest fall record.  On 3 
October Leland Shaum’s group counted (21) 
in the Hammond Sanctuary, which is the 
lakefront’s largest count for the 10th month 
(by 13 Blackpolls).  The individual that 
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Brendan J. Grube found at in the Dunes on 17 
October tied the lakefront’s fourth latest 
record. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler:- Matthew 
Beatty found a record late female at DuPont 
on 21 October.   The previous latest record 
was 20 October 1958 at Baileytown 
(currently displaced by the ArcelorMittal steel 
plant).  However, on 18 November Buck 
Allen photographed a male on his Porter 
feeder.  The latter is the lakefront’s first 
November record. 

Yellow-throated Warbler:- The individual that 
Randy J. Pals found at the Central Ave. 
(Beverly Shores) parking lot on 1 September, 
provided the lakefront’s fourth fall record and 
the first autumn report in 17 years. 

SPARROWS  
Although Nelson’s and Harris’s sparrows 
were not reported, the overall flight was near 
normal.  An unusually strong showing was 
made by Vesper Sparrows. 

Chipping Sparrow:-  The lakefront’s fourth 
latest record was logged on 19 November 
when Matt Beatty found a singleton at Oak 
Ridge Prairie. 

Vesper Sparrow:- Nine were reported this 
autumn, which is the lakefront’s best fall total 
since 2009 (TYM=2.65). 

Grasshopper Sparrow:- A singleton that 
Michael A. Topp found on 6 October at the 
Hammond Sanctuary provided the lakefront’s 
fourth latest record. 

Fox Sparrow:- This handsome sparrow fared 
quit well with 111 reported (TYM=61.7).  
The season’s peak tally was (11) that Katie 
Mitchell recorded in Chesterton on 16 
November. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak:- It was a superb 
autumn for this grosbeak with 66 reported 
(TYM=37.5). The peak daily count was (7) 
that Leland Shaum and his crew logged in 
east Beverly Shores on 3 October. A new 
latest fall record for the lakefront was 
established 23 November when Brendan J. 
Grube found a first-cycle male at Beverly 
Shores.  

Dickcissel:- One lingered at Reynolds Creek 
G.H.A. until 29 September (Brendan J. Grube 
and Jeffrey J. McCoy).   The latter date 
constitutes the lakefront’s third latest fall 
record. 

Bobolink:- The flock of (27) that KJB 
observed at Reynolds Creek G.H.A. on 7 
August contained an alternate male that was 
just beginning to molt.  This tally constituted 
the lakefront’s second largest fall count, 
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Randy J. Pals spotted this pristine Yellow-throated 
Warbler among a 1 September warbler mob at the 
Central Avenue lot in eastern Beverly Shores.  This is the 
lakefront’s fourth fall record and the first confirmed with 
physical evidence.  John K. Cassady took the fine 
photograph.

This adult male Bobolink is still in almost full breeding 
plumage on the rather late date of 7 August.  He was with 
26 other Bobolinks most of which were entirely in basic 
plumage.  Photo was taken at Reynolds Creek G.H.A. by 
KJB. 



behind the 90 that Russ Mumford logged in 
Chesterton back on 14 August 1954. 

WINTER FINCHES  
Both crossbills were missed this season, but 
this was compensated for by the appearance 
of a handful of Evening Grosbeaks. 

Purple Finch:- An adult male Purple Finch 
was photographed at the Dunes State Park  
feeders on the early date of 19 August (Anya	
Auerbach).		The	season’s	peak	tally	was	18	that	
Leland	 and	Thaddaeus	 Shaum	and	Neal	Miller	
encountered	 at	 Beverly	 Shores	 on	 28	
September. 
 

Pine Siskin:- Lakefront birders enjoyed the 
best fall flight in four years, with 554 
reported (TYM=249).  The peak count was 
(104) that Brad Bumgardner logged at Ogden 
Dunes on 5 November. 

Evening Grosbeak:-  The (1) that Kathie Fritz 
observed at a Michigan City feeder on 6 
November, provided the lakefront’s first 
record in five years.  For the season six were 
reported on the lakefront (TYM=11.4). 
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Conventions To add clarity to the numerical chaos, bird numbers observed on a single 
day are contained within parentheses, (10). Season totals are written in numerals 
without parentheses. Explanation of abbreviations Season totals are frequently 
compared to average seasonal counts in the "Dunes area" (Calumet Region or lakefront) 
over the past 20 years, including the present year. This value is abbreviated "TYM" for 
Twenty Year Mean. The term “STYM” refers to the twenty-year mean for the entire 
state.  

The item “MI” is the Migration Index, a parameter calculated by the following relation: 
MI = (Total - TYM)/(Total + TYM). Here “Total” refers to the total number of 
individuals, of a given species, reported during the season. If Total = 0, MI is assigned a 
value of -ln(1+TYM) with a minimum value of –1.00. MI values provide an assessment 
of the current Migration compared to counts over the past 20 years; positive values 
indicate a better than average flight, whereas, negative MI’s reflect a below normal 
Migration.  

In considering the TYM and MI parameters keep in mind that observer effort has not 
been constant over the twenty-year interval, indeed observer effort has surely increased 
over the past decade. This means that negative MI’s should be examined closely as they 
may reflect significant declines.  
Pals Flight Magnitude provides a method of measuring the quality of longshore flights. 
It generates a number based on both the number of birds tallied and the quality of the 
birds. For additional information contact the author.  


